Our Community

Over a period of thirty or more years the nature and feel of the town has changed. If we
were doing this before the year 2000 we would be highlighting auction marts, heavy
engineering and manufacturing, more school leavers staying around, people moving
into town for work, bigger congregations and Sunday schools and a broader/ more
varied age range. Unfortunately, large local employment opportunities have decreased
over the last twenty years and increasingly folks are commuting to either Dumfries or
Carlisle for work. There is a good number of small to medium businesses locally and the
High Street has a good occupancy rate.

But if you ask anyone who came here for work or retirement, they don’t want to leave
(voluntarily) because itis a very welcoming place. It is a place where we get on with life
and other challenges. For instance, three years ago two footbridges over the river were
demolished by a particularly severe storm. They were so important to the life of the
town and our enjoyment of the river that a group was formed and in this short time
significant funding has been sourced and a design for one bridge is already being
considered.

Annan Harbour Re-Development

Annan once boasted a thriving harbour and in recent years has seen a huge amount of
re-development work, mainly driven by a local action group. With funding coming from
near and far, the ongoing work has reached a stage where the harbour is a venue for
regular farmers’ produce markets and fun events. It has even welcomed a tall ship or
two to Annan.

The Annan Harbour Action Group volunteers have, in a small way, carried on a local
tradition of shipbuilding by hand-crafting two coastal rowing boats. These provide an
activity enjoyed by all ages and they have raced across the Solway. They have even
competed in rowing races on the River Nith in Dumfries.



