LOCAL HISTORY

Annan is fittingly known as “The History Town” and history dates back to Roman and
Viking times through to Robert the Bruce and Rabbie Burns.

Indeed, there are three small hogback 12th or 13th century stones in the graveyard of
the old Dornock Church.

Arecent development, “The Kentigern Way”, serves to underline the title. The Kentigern
Way is a newly established pilgrim route that links St Kentigern’s Episcopal Seat at
Hoddom to his tomb in Glasgow Cathedral.

This long distance walk of 240 km (150 miles) begins at Annan Old Parish Church and
passes through Hoddom, Lochmaben (or Lockerbie), Moffat, Peebles, Biggar, Lanark
and Bothwell, on the way to Glasgow.

Kentigern, more famously known as St Mungo, is the patron saint of Glasgow and lived
in the second half of the 6th century. He spent many years directing his evangelical
activities from Hoddom before his return to Glasgow; the Pilgrim Route retraces that
journey. It follows, in part, The Annandale Way, The Southern Upland Way and some
ancient Drovers’ Ways.

There is a plan to install an information notice board dedicated to The Kentigern Way in
the grounds of the Old Parish Church.

Thomas Carlyle, the great Scottish philosopher and poet (and friend of Edward Irving),
has local connections and taught at Annan Academy. His birthplace in nearby
Ecclefechan is now a museum and open to the public.



