LOCAL INFORMATION about Annan, Dornock and Eastriggs

The Royal Burgh of Annan is a former market town situated on the coastline of the
Solway Firth and at the mouth of the River Annan. It is about 17 miles from Dumfries, 18
miles from Carlisle and 7 miles from the border at Gretna. The population of the town is
around 10,000 and over recent years the town has continued to expand with both
housing and small business developments. While most residents of the town still work
locally there is an increasing number who travel to Dumfries or Carlisle on a daily basis.
The population of Dornock/Eastriggs is around 2,500 and lies about four miles to the
east of Annan.

There is currently a significant house building programme taking place on the east side
of Eastriggs with more than one hundred homes under construction. Along with this the
young of the town will enjoy the new “Eastriggs inclusive play area” also being built.

Annan High Street, which runs roughly through the centre of the town, is fairly typical of
most former market towns with many small shops and businesses.

Employment

The main sources of employment in the area are Cochran Boilers, NRA Chapelcross (a
former Power Station now decommissioning), Young’s Bluecrest Seafoods and various
small industrial units.

As the area surrounding the parish is rural there is also a dependency on farming and, to
some extent, on forestry. In addition to this, Eastriggs has an ex-munitions depot (now
used for storage) and two small engineering works. There are some forty-five farms in
the parish.

Entertainment

The local cinema has recently been refurbished in an art deco style. There is a main
screen and two smaller screens which show major films, some on the first day of
release. They are also able to show live stream concerts and other events.

The area has a strong musical tradition with a pipe band and a brass band, both of
which play to a high standard and compete in many competitions. Spectrum and
Rainbow Tribe also nurture and train young singers and musicians in traditional Scottish
music. They meet in the United Reformed Church.

Places of Interest

There are many places of historic and scenic interest in the area. These include the
Ruthwell Cross, Henry Duncan Savings Banks Museum, Repentance Tower,
Caerlaverock Castle, Caerlaverock Wildlife Reserve, Gretna Green, Annan Distillery
with café, and we are within easy reach of the Lake District.



In recent years a local History Society created an award-winning exhibition and
museum entitled “The Devil’s Porridge” which tells the story of how and why Eastriggs
came into being and gives a taste of life in the town at the time.

Education

Within the town of Annan there are four primary schools: Elmvale, Hecklegirth,
Newington and St. Columba's and the Secondary School of Annan Academy, which has
a catchment area from Gretna in the east to Carrutherstown in the west.

Eastriggs has a Community Primary School and also has a Nursery Department. There
are pre-school provision in Annan in both nursery and play group facilities.

Dumfries and Carlisle are also home to both College and University campuses. St
Joseph’s schoolin Dumfries attracts a small number of the town’s children, as does a
private school in Carlisle.

Sports

There are two golf courses close to the town, situated at Powfoot (18 holes
championship) and Hoddam (9 holes) with further courses within easy travelling
distance at Dumfries, Lockerbie, Lochmaben and Carlisle.

A gymnasium and sports hall at Newington caters for sessions of keep fit, aerobics etc.
and the swimming pool and games hall at Annan Academy are also available for public
use.

Annan has a rugby club which has several teams from a mini to a first fifteen and a
football team, Annan Athletic, which plays in League One of the SPFL.

On the “Everholm”, a piece of ground beside the River Annan, there are football pitches
suitable for five-a-side or youth games, a full-size rugby pitch and an athletics running
track and field facility used by the local amateur athletic club.

Arecent upgrade to the four tennis courts was opened by Judy Murray. The courts are
regularly used for competitions and open to public use.

On the west side of the tennis courts is a bowling green and club and to the east a newly
opened pétanque pitch. This is a sport that is rapidly gaining in popularity.



