
CHURCH HISTORY 

  

A history of the Annandale area would closely reflect Scotland’s faith journey. It has been a shining light of 

hope since the mid-6th century, when St Mungo passed through Annan before making his trek north to 

Glasgow, where he built a Cathedral. 

  

Shrouded in time, it is thought Robert De Brus probably built the original “town” church in 1171 on the site 

currently occupied by the Town Hall. 

  

Mr William Moncrieff, having been ordained minister, asked for a piece of ground to build a church. In 1754 he 

supervised the building of a new manse, stable, byre and barn. He was succeeded in 1783 by his son, William 

Hardie Moncrieff, who was instrumental in building a new church. Some may have shown regret at the church 

moving to the east end of the High Street; but the work on the new church (without the steeple) was completed 

in 1789 at a cost of a little over £602.  

  

It was originally built as a rectangular structure with a pulpit on the south wall and entry doors on both the east 

and west aspects. These doors were later closed off when a vestry, session room and entry doors were added to 

the rear of the building. 

  

The tower and spire were finished when the sum of £100 had been raised by volunteer donations. This allowed 

the council to add the remaining £150.  

  

Inside there is a gallery on three sides with a Provost’s Box directly opposite the pulpit and officially used once 

a year at the “Kirkin’ of the Cornet”. 

  

One of the more famous sons of Annan would be Edward Irving, was born in the town in 1792. He lived and 

was educated here before going off to university at the age of thirteen. 

  

A statue of Edward Irving stands outside the church today, which reminds us that after being ordained in 1822 

he gained notoriety for not only his eloquent speeches but also for some of his views. 

In early 1833 these views were challenged by the Presbytery of Annan and he was called to the bar to defend 

both his written and spoken words at a trial that took place in Annan Old Parish Church. Edward Irving’s 

“ordeal” lasted more than six hours and he left before hearing the sentence - that the Church of Scotland had 

deposed him. Edward died the following year at the young age of forty-two. He is interred in the crypt of 

Glasgow Cathedral, not far from the remains of St Mungo.  

  

Life has been less controversial since those days but some points to remember are that two ‘Sons of Annan’ 

have served as Moderator of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland. They are Robert Henry (1774) 

and Jim Wallace, Baron Wallace of Tankerness (2021).  

  

In common with many other communities, big and small, we remember with gratitude the sacrifice people made 

during (and since) the two World Wars. Memorial services in Dornock and Annan are well attended and there 

are Rolls of Honour available for public viewing. Those from the recently sold church at Dornock have been 

removed and a frame is being made for them on the outside of the door to the Baxter Hall. 

  

Recently, a popular and strong union has been formed between our former churches. This follows many years of 

working together to give us all something of a history. 

  

The church has a separate hall built by the congregation in 1929. It is spacious and well-appointed with easy 

access and accessible toilets. 

  

The church is a grade ‘A’ listed building. 

  

 


